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I. HEAD:D;G 

Date: A.ugust 9, 1999 

Subject : R & R Sales, South Chicago Heights, Cook Coumy, illinois 

From: Brad Benning, U.S. EPA OSC, Region 5 

To: R. Karl. ChiefERB, U.S. EPA ....................................................................... FAX (312) 353-9176 
W. :Vlessenger, ChiefESS, U.S. EPA .............................................................. FAX (312) 353-9176 
H. Bogoda. ORC, U.S. EPA .......................................................................... FAX (312) 353-9176 
\".Mullins, ESS, U.S. EPA ........................................................................... FAX (312) 353-9176 
S. Berries. Acting Chief, RS II. U.S. EPA ........................................................ FAX (312) 353-9176 
B. Everens. IEPA ........................................................................................................... FAX '· 
A. Petrarca. Chief, South Chicago Heights Fire Depanmem ..................................................... FAX 1. 

POLRJ:.P #1: Initial POLREP 

II. BACKGROli~l) 

SitE! :\c: B5C~ Deli>ery Order :\o: 002-l-
CERCUS So: ILSF~0507804 ER\'S .\·o: 
Response Authority: CERCU. .\"PL Status: ~on-\"PL 

State \otification: IEPA, lAG Start Date: 812.99 

De mot ilizatiion Date: N/ A Completion Date: :\'A 
Status of Action 'femorandum: Signed 719/99 

ill.. SITE DESCRIPTIO:\ 

A. Incident Categon: 

B. 

R & R Sales is an abandoned e!ecrropJating facility. 

Site Location: 

1. Site description: 

The R & R Sales sire is an inactive electroplating faciliry located at 3211 Holeman A venue, South Chicago 
Heights. Cook Counry,lllinois (latirude 41"'28'15" :\. Iongirude 89"37'10" Vi). The sire is located in a 
mhed industrial and residential area. The sire is bordered o the west by Holeman Avenue, to the north by 
an aura body shop, to the south by an archirecrural molding !'Ilanufacrurer, and to the east by a residence. A 
sr.ed facility is located west of the sire across Holeman A Yenue. The sire consists of a 7,000 square-foot 
building and a fenced yard. 

2. Description of threat: 

The R & R Sales sire is an inactive electroplating facility which performed electroless nickel and chromiwn 
processes. The business wem bankrupt in the early 1990s. When the facility was abarxloned, approximately 
-I{X) gallons of chromic acid were left inside the building and approximately 2,500 gallons of used 
det;trolysis nickel were left ourside the building in the fen:ed yard area. Minor releases were observed 
ins [de the facility as drums and containers were left open and spilled due to vandalism. Evidence of leakage 
to 1he soil outside the building from deteriorating drums bas been observed. Due to the existence of 



numerous hazardous substances, and that releases are ongoing, the acrual or threatened releases of hazardous 
substallreS from the R & R Sales site present an i.mminem and substantial enifan~ermem to the public health 
and welfare. or the eiDironmem. 

C. PreliminarY AssessmenUSite Inspection Results 

On ~lay 13. 1999, l'.S. En'vironmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and Superfund Technical Assessmem 
and Response Team (STARn representatives conducted a sire assessment. Appro:timate1y 133 
drums,"containers were observed outside in the rear yard. Several of the rnera.l drums appeared deteriorated: 
the poly drums appeared to be in good condition. Two of the 5-gallon conrainers bad no lids and appeared 
to be chromic acid .. -\ppro:timarely 30 drums and 60 small conrainers were !ocax.ed inside the building. 
~lost of thi! drums. -:onrainers appeared to be in good condition. Four san:p!es were collected from drums 
thar rested acidic wilh pH paper. All four samples had a pH of l<!Ss than I S!alldard unir (SU), designating 
them as hazardous waste. Total chromium results ranged from ~.500 to 161.000 milligrams per kilogram 
(mg.''kg). or 6% to 16%. Total nickel resultS ranged from 23 to 301 mg.·'kg. 

IV. RESPO~SE DiFOR.'l-\.TIO~ 

A. Situation 

1. Current situation: 

RernoYal a-:ti\iries ar the R & R Sales sire began on .\ll:OUSt 2. 1999. Removal a-:ri\iries are being conducted 
by LS. EPA through the Emergency and Rapid Response Senices t.ERRS, ~oruract under the 
Cornpre:.en.sive En\ironmemal Response, Compensation. and Liability Ac: , CERCL\ l. Activities will 
include staging of the drums and conrainer: collecting samples from the drJmS and soil: perform HAZCAT 
of the Saz:JPles: overpacking drums and containers as necessar;•: and disposal of drums, containers, and 
comami::.?.:ed soils. 

2. Remo>al acthities to date: 

An .\ction ~lemorc.r:dum has been wrinen by On-S~ne Coordinator t.OSO Brad Benning was approved by 
the Division Dir~wr on July 9. 1999. 

On All:"llit 2. 1999. OSC Brad Benning, START member :\eil Derkowski. and ET representatives Chris 
Craigmiles and Rob ~lcKinney discussed planned removal acti\ities at the sire. On thai day, a Uni-Loader 
\\ith separate forks. buc~t. and barrel grappler anachmenrs were mobiliz.!ri to !he sire. 

On August 3. 1999. the full ET crew mobilized to the sire. ET staged the drums and small containers on 
pla;tic inside the building. General cleaning of the sire also occurred. Also. an office trailer and generator 
we:-e mobilized to the sire. 

On All:O'l!:>"t 4, 1999. ET conrinued with stagin~ of drums and comainer as v.-eu as general site cleaning. 

On August 5, 1999. START and ET collect an invemory of drums and comainers. There are approximately 
172 drums. 6 vars. 1 sump. 1 empty above-ground storage rank (ASn. and 70 various-sized containers at 
the sire. ET collected HAZCAT samples from approximately 45 drums, and cominued general cleaning 
activities. 

On August 6, 1999. phone lines were installed in the rrailer by Amerirech. and a fa.~ and copier were 
supplied to the sire. ET continued collecting HAZC.\T samples from the drums. ET also began HAZCAT 
acciviri<!S on samples collected. Results indicate thai the majoriry of the drums conrain nickel. 



.,,,,,, 

B. Plarmed Removal Actions 

Develop and implement a site-specific woO.: plan including a proposed time line. Develop and implement a 
site-specific health and safety plan. Secure. stage, sample, and characterize all site wmes in dnnns, tanks. 
vats, pies. sumps, piping, and other conrainm. De\·elop and implement an air lilOnitoring and sampling 
program. Deconrarninare or dispose of all scrap metal an:i RCRA-empty drums and containers produced 
during the removal action. Excavate contaminated soil and debris. Bulk and consolidale wastes in 
reparation for off-site disposal. Decontaminate affected building surfaces an:i perform soil sampling. 
Remove all hazardous substances, pollutams. and contaminants to an approved facility. 

C. ~ex~ 

ET will cominue to sample drums and perform HAZC.\ T activities. Overpacking of drmns and containers 
will be conducted on an as-needed bases . .-\ rreatmem.. ru>rage, and disposal facility v.ill be acquired for the 
hazardous substances to be removed from the site. 

D. Ke\ Issues 

None. 

Y. COSTS 

Extramural Costs: 

Total Cleanup Contractor (e.g, ERRS) Costs 
ST.-\RT 
CLP 
RE-\C 
TOTAL, EXTRAMl'R\L COSTS 

Intramural Costs: 
Direct Costs (Region. HQ, ERn 
Inrramural Indirect Costs 
TOTAL, ~TRA..\ll'R\L COSTS 

TOTAL SITE COST 

Project Ceiling 
Project Funds Remaining (percentage) 

510.(XX> 
51.800 

S:\'A 
S~A 

513.000 

51.500 
S3.000 
S-UOO 

Sl7 ,500 

$247.660 
93% 

Th<! above accounting of expendirures is an estim.are based on .figures known to the OSC at the rime this repon was 
wrinen. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any contractor. Other 
financial data, which the OSC must rely upon, may not be entirely up to date. The cost accounting pro'<ided in this 
rq:on does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the goveillilleDI may include in any cl.a.i.m for 
coH re:overy . 

............................................................................ 
VI. DISPOSITIO~ OF W ASfES 

~a.m.:\ft~Q! ~mritv Containment 
NA NA 

Treannent 
NA 

Disposal 
);A NA 


